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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently amended) A network adapter that may be used in a network data 
storage system to permit data exchange among data exchanging devices and a data 
storage system input/output (I/O) controller, the controller residing in the data storage 
system, the data exchanging devices being external to the adapter, the network adapter 
being one type of adapter selected from a group of different types of adapters that may 
communicate with the controller, the network adapter comprising: 

at least one control interface that may be coupled to the controller, each of the 
different types of adapters comprising at least one respective interface that is identical to 
the at least one control interface; and 

at least one control logic section that may receive from the controller, via the at 
least one control interface, at least one command, and may transmit to the controller, via 
the at least one control interface, information concerning operation of the network 
adapter* the at least one control logic section being configured to access, based upon the 
at least one command, memory that may contain the information and an executable 
command to be supplied to other logic in the network adapter; 



2 



PAGE 8/19 1 RCVD AT 4/3C006 4:27:42 PM [Eastern Dayfight Time] 1 SVR:USPT(«FXRF^45 f DN1S:27K300 t CSID:5084976915 1 DURATION (mm-ss):04^6 



Apr-03-2006 15:35 Frora-EMC LAW DEPARTMENT 5084976915 T-890 P. 009/01 9 F 

Attorney Docket No.: EMC-01-Q82 
Applicant; Michael S, Cadarowski et al 

wherein the executable command, when executed by the network adapter, 
prevents the network adapter from supplying an interrupt signal to the controller in 
response to at least one type of event that may occur . 

2. (Original) The network adapter of claim l s wherein the network data storage 
system includes an electrical backplane to which the network adapter and the controller 
may be coupled, the backplane being configured to permit communication between the 
controller and the nerwork adapter when the network adapter and the controller are 
coupled to the backplane. 

3. (Original) The network adapter of claim 1 T wherein the data storage system 
comprises a set of mass storage devices that may exchange data with the data exchanging 
devices via the network adapter. 

4. (Original) The network adapter of claim 1, wherein the at least one control 
interface comprises an asynchronous transmission interface via which the at least one 
command may be transmitted to the network adapter from the controller as a serial bit 
stream when the network adapter is coupled to the controller. 

5. (Currently amended) The network adapter of claim 1, wherein the different 
types of adapters have different respective configurations, and the information may 
indicates one of the following: the respective configuration of the network adapter, a 
number of I/O ports comprised in the network adapter, a version of program code 
executed by the at least one control logic section, a communication speed supported by 
the network adapter, and an operational status of the network adapter. 
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6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently amended) The network adapter of claim 1, wherein the executable 
command, when executed by the network adapter, **ay causes one of the following 
operations to occur: resetting of an operating state of one or more components of the 
network adapter, activation of the one or more components, and de-activation of the one 
or more components. 

8. (Currently amended) The network adapter of claim 7, wherein the one or more 
components may comprises one or more I/O ports of the network adapter. 

9. (Currently amended) The network adapter of claim 5, wherein the operational 
status may involves ono of tho following: whether a signal from one of the data 
exchanging devices is being received at an I/O port of the network adapter, 

10. (Currently amended) The network adapter of claim 1, wherein the executable 
command, when executed by the network adapter, stay causes a configuration of the 
network adapter to be changed. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A method of using a network adapter that may be used 
in a network data storage system to permit data exchange among data exchanging devices 
and a data storage system input/output (I/O) controller, the controller residing in the data 
storage system, the data exchanging devices being external to the adapter, the network 
adapter being one type of adapter selected from a group of different types of adapters that 
may communicate with the controller, the method comprising: 
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coupling at least one control interface in the network adapter to the controller, 

each of the different types of adapters comprising at least one respective interface that is 

identical to the at least one control interface; and 

receiving at least one control logic section, via the at least one control interface, at 
least one command from the controller, the at least one control logic section also being 
configured such that the at least one control logic section may transmit to the controller, 
via the at least one control interface, information concerning operation of the network 
adapter, the at least one control logic section being configured to access, based upon the 
at least one command, memory that may contain the information and an executable 
command to be supplied to other logic in the network adapter,; 

wherein the executable command, when executed bv the network adapter, 
prevents the network adapter from supplying an interrupt signal to the controller in 
response to at least one type of event that may occur . 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein the network adapter is coupled to 
the controller via an electrical backplane in the network data storage system, the 
backplane being configured to permit communication between the controller and the 
network adapter when the network adapter and the controller are coupled to the 
backplane. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 11, wherein the data storage system comprises 
a set of mass storage devices that may exchange data with the data exchanging devices 
via the network adapter. 
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14. (Currently amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the at least one control 
interface comprises an asynchronous transmission interface via which the at least one 
command may - be is transmitted to the network adapter from the controller as a serial bit 
stream when the network adapter is coupled to the controller. 

15. (Currently amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the different types of 
adapters have different respective configurations, and the information may indicates one 
of the following: the respective configuration of the network adapter, a number of I/O 
ports comprised in the network adapter, a version of program code executed by the at 
least one control logic section, a communication speed supported by the network adapter, 
and an operational status of the network adapter. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the executable 
command, when executed by the network adapter, may causes one of the following 
operations to occur: resetting of an operating state of one or more components of the 
network adapter, activation of the one or more components, and de-activation of the one 
or more components. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 17, wherein the one or more 
components «ay comprises one or more I/O ports of the network adapter. 

19. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15, wherein the operational status 
may involves one of tho following: whether a signal from one of the data exchanging 
devices is being received at an I/O port of the network adapter. 
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20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the executable 
command, when executed by the network adapter, aaay causes a configuration of the 
network adapter to be changed. 
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